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For more than four decades, the Grains of Time 
have been part of NC State’s campus life. 
Performing a wide variety of music with the use of 
just eight men’s voices, the group remains one of a 
kind when compared to most collegiate a cappella 
groups. Bridging contemporary collegiate a 
cappella with that of professional groups, they 
create a performance style that lends itself to both 
excellent musicianship and showmanship, and all 
without any outside directors, funding, or even a 
formal music major. Though officially styled as NC 
State University’s premiere men’s a cappella group, 
to their loyal fans they are known simply as “the 
Grains.” 
 

The earliest roots of the Grains can be traced back 
to 1966, when a “NCSU Men’s Quartet” was 
formed as a subset of the Varsity Men’s Glee Club. 
At the time the Glee Club was the only choral 
group on campus, whose student population was 
largely male. By 1968 second-year director Milton 
Bliss quickly saw the need for a smaller, more 
contemporary styled and elite vocal group to 
supplement shows performed by the Glee Club, 
particularly on the annual spring tour. In November 
of that year, the new group held its inaugural 
auditions and took on eight members including two 
guitar players. By spring this new group, then 
known as the N.C. Statesmen, made its debut on the 
1969 Concert Tour, performing then-popular songs  
“Up, Up and Away” and “What Now My Love.“ 
 

After several months, the group looked to revise 
its name, and while rehearsing in Thompson 
Theatre came up with two ideas: “Grains of Sand” 
and “Sands of Time.” Neither title truly pleased 
every member, so the group combined the two to 
become known as “Grains of Time.” Over the next 
several years the Grains traveled with the Men’s 
Glee Club to local high schools and colleges, and 
also competed in several intercollegiate 
competitions, finishing as high as second place. 
During the 1970s and 80s, the group continued 
performing pop, oldies, country, and barbershop 

pieces occasionally with the use of guitars before 
becoming exclusively a cappella in the mid 1980s. 
The Grains still perform a staple piece from this 
era, “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” (“Swing Down 
Chariot”) to this day.  
 

The 1990s saw many new strides for the now all-
vocal group. In 1993 the Grains held their first 
concert in Stewart Theatre, now a bi-annual event, 
and released their first album, “Forever 
Unplugged.” Over the next few years the Grains 
traveled to Europe, Canada, and many US states on 
their annual tour and performed the National 
Anthem for such notable franchises as the Atlanta 
Braves and even the Golden State Warriors.  
 

Recent years have brought many significant 
developments for the Grains, beginning with three 
international tours capped off by a trip to the finals 
of the International Championship of Collegiate A 
Cappella (ICCA) in 2003. Alumnus Mark Hines 
won best arrangement for his version of 
“Homeward Bound,” a traditional Irish folk tune. In 
2004 James Wallace introduced vocal percussion 
on the song “Celebrate,” creating a more 
contemporary performance style that continues 
today. Current member Ryan Riddle is just the third 
percussionist in the history of the group.  
 

Today, the Grains still draw their members from 
the NC State Chorale and Men’s Choir. The Grains 
traditionally hold a large on-campus show twice 
annually in a packed Stewart Theatre, and perform 
at Commencement in the RBC center each 
semester. You can still catch them occasionally on 
campus at various functions such as West Campus 
Jam, the Unity Concert, open house, and of course 
sorority functions.  With the tremendous growth of 
the university and the prospect of a music major 
just a few years away, the future for the Grains 
promises to remain strong in its fifth decade of 
existence. 
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Booking Information 
 

The Grains may be available to perform for you and/or your company at ceremonies, 
celebrations, private parties, athletic competitions, and many other events. Our rates are 
flexible to your specific budget and time allocation.  
 
For performance inquiries, contact: 
 

Ian Peterson, Business Manager 
ian@grainsoftime.com 

 
For general information, contact: 
 

Stephen Wrightenberry, President 
grains@grainsoftime.com 

 
For further press information, contact:  
 

Ryan Riddle, Public Relations Director 
rlriddle@ncsu.edu 

 
Write to us at: 
 

Grains of Time 
2620 Cates Avenue, Box 7311 
Raleigh, NC 27695 

 
 

 
 “[The] Grains of Time has made musicianship its priority. Attention to dynamics, line shaping, 

passionate deliveries, and a sensitive, tight blend is always present. The group sounds rock solid.” 
 

- Kimmie Raschka Sailor, in a review of our album True, 2006 
 
 

“All of the legislators were quite impressed with their performance, and the governor and I both 
appreciate your efforts in getting them to us.” 

 
- Mrs. James E. Holshouser, Jr. in a letter to Mr. Milton Bliss 

 
 

“If an energetic, interactive show designed to please all ages and musical tastes [don’t] get you out to 
see the Grains tonight, perhaps the added bonus of aesthetics will.” 

 
- Meredith Richbourg, Staff Writer of the NCSU student paper, The Technician 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


